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Karate at the Olympics. The weight categories and qualification rules are wrong

WKF needs to review a lot of things

It is not acceptable that an athlete who has won more points than
another, in the same Olympic category, does not go to Tokyo

lirrors, inconsisieneics
and illogicality  com-
mitted by WKF in de-
signing  the  “Olympic
Karate” to be presented
in Tokyo.

The first mistake was to
modity the international
welght calcgonies: -60,
-67, =75, -84, +84 male
and -50, -55, -G1, -G8,
+68 [emale, used in the
Karatel quabifymg ra-
ces “Premicr League”
and “'Sene A7, mergimg
them o three male
(-67, -75 and 173) and
three temale (-53, -61
and 161) catcgorics in
mder o delermine the
qualifiers and compete

i the Paris and lTokyo
Olympics. The second
big mistake was to limit
the qualification o only
10 athletes for each spe-
cialty and Olympic ca-
tegory. These decisions
of the WKF determined
the [act that in Tokyo
Karate will be represen-
ted only by 80 athletes
who appear Wwo lew o
mierest  sponsors, me-
dia, audicnee and orga-
TLZETS.

Tf the WKF had provi-
dcd, instcad, the quali-
fication of 16 athletes
(two pools of 8), for
each ol the iwo spe-
cialties and fen inter-

national calcgorics. in
Tokyo there would have
been, in total, 192 athle-
los and more nalional
athletes present. Mo-
reover. Lthere would not
have been the risk of not
qualifying many world
level champions, alier
they had won thousands
of pomts, spent a lot of
moeney and  aceunula-
ted stress, psychological
and physical. When the
direct  gualifving  race
will take place, many
athlctes, protagonists in
the “Premier League”™
and “Scric A”, will play
acareerin three minules.
See for example n kata:

Ariel Torres and Dilara
Bozan, in Kumite: Tho-
mas Scott, Goaita Arka-
nia, Sara Cardin, Lore-
na Busa, Laura Pasqua,
Betima Plank, Dorola
Danaszezvk,  Yassmin
Adttia, Clio Ferracuti and
Silvia Semerarc. Wilh
the unification of weight
categories will compete
athletes with difTerent
physical  conformation,
conditioning the show
and inereasing the risk
of mjury. To be consi-
dered also the disparity
of treatment, the athle-
tes of the categorics -75
male and -35 [emale
and the specialty Kata,

have compeled for al
least two years with
the same opponents,
knowing strengths and
weaknesses, the athletes
of the weight calegorics
merged, however, will
face athletes with whom
they have never fought.
The absurd WKT regu-
lations have damaged:
Cray Samdan (Turkey)
Zabiollah Poorshab
(lran), Jana Mcssersch-
midt {(Germany) and L
Gong (China). Fxcept
for the very strong lra-
man  TPoorshab,  the
others,  perhaps,  will
have a chance in Paris.
Riceardo Partinico

Anlonio Espinds
President of WKE

The interview. The unfair criterion of qualifying for the Tokyo Olympics

Z.abiollah Poorshab, the big outsider

Second in the standings in the “Standings Tokyo” category kg. +75 with 9.225 points, will
stay at home, his, though good, compatriot Ganjzadeh with 8.617,5 points will go to Tokyo

In all sports 0 win a
maich, a competilion
or a conlest, vou have
Loy sCOTe TNOTE pl]i“LS
than your opponents.
In Karate, as usual,
gverything  becomes
complicated and some-
times unfair. It happe-
ned that, in the Olympic
qualifications, after al-
mast two years of com-
petitions, Zabiollah Po-
orshab, captain of the
Tranian national team,
onc ol the strongesi
athletes in the waorld
in the Kumiie special-
ly, Olympic calogory
kg +75, will not go 1o
the Tokyo Olympics de-
spite having won more
points than [our other
competitors who, inste-

ad, will be present.
Zabiollah Poorshab
with 9 225 pomis, over-
lakes his  compalriol
Sajad Ganjeadsh, .
8.617.5, German Jona-
than Home, p. 8,062.5,
Croatian  Tvan Ksevic
p- 7.087.5 and Japane-
se Ryutaro Araga, p.
5490, He was surpas-
scd only by the Tur-
kish Ugwr Aktas, p.
10372.5.

The enterion  adopted
by the WKF loresces o
qualify anly onc athlete
per country and the Lrst
classiicd in the cate-
gories -84 and + &4 by
merging them in the ca-
tegory +73 ky and then
the second classified,
regardless of the score.

This is an myjustice. The
editorial stall asked Za-
biollah Poorshab what
he (hinks about 1L

Q¢ Your spor(s carce-
cr, in my opinion, has
been affected by a gre-
at injustice, that of
having to give way to
your fellow country-
man  Ganjzadeh, de-
spite the fact that you
have won many more
points than the other
four candidates who
will go o Tokyo.
What do vou think?
Ar Tes, if was @ gre-
at injustice. When vou
consider  that we all
competed o gualifiy in
the same Olvmple ca-
tegory ke | T3 i the
end, the choice of one

person showld be based
an the poins won, 'm
second in the standings,
my score is hicher so
it should have been me
who wenl 1o the Ofm-
plcs. This criferion does
A0 exist in any oiher
sport. I hope thai this
problem is solved amd
firgte I8 ROl guestio-
ned. Al athletes wha
hoave  dedicoted  their
fivew t sport deserve

Justice.

Q: Whar are your furu-
Fe gouls?

A I started plaving this
sport when [ was eight
vears ofd and 1 love fo

fighr, T will py arain,

! wifl continue (o train
withont ever getting fi-
£,

Zabiollah Poorshab (lran)

The editorial staff would
like to thank Zabiollah
for his availability and
congratulate him for his
skill and sportsmanship.
Tinfirtunately, the Tok-

yo Olympics will lack a
great champion who, n
the +75 category, would
have given more dyna-
mism and spectacle
Rusyella Zoceali



